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Geographical Literature and Maps 623 

Die geistige Kultur der Naturvolker. Von K. Th. Preuss. (Series: 
Aus Natur & Geisteswelt.) 112 pp. Ills. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1914. 
Mk. 1.25. 7% x 5. 
This is the 452d volume of the brilliant series of popular monographs of the 
primer type ' ' Aus Natur und Geisteswelt, ' ' and it is the 452d proof of the 
enthusiasm and honesty of purpose which has kept this series true to its high 
scientific purpose. Such a primer on the spiritual interests of the primitives 
among men is designed for the general information of the educable class which 
has an interest in the higher things of life and lacks the time and means for 
recondite studies. The conclusions presented by Professor Preuss are all safe. 
His illustrations of points of belief and custom are almost wholly selected from 
the newer literature of ethnology, evidence that his work is quite fresh and origi- 
nal. He cites his authorities freely and thus points the way to further study. 

William Churchill. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMEKCIAL GEOGBAPHY 

The Coco Nut. By Edwin B. Copeland. xiv and 212 pp. Ills., index. Mae- 
millan & Co., London, 1914. $2.60. 8% x 6. 

The book gives evidence of thorough preparation and ample qualification, on 
the part of the author, for instruction in the cultivation of the coeoanut from 
the location of the plantation, selection of varieties for any required product, 
best methods of preparing the seed bed, caring for the trees through the several 
stages of growth and the control of diseases and pests to the maturity and full 
yield of fruit, as well as the preparation and utilization of the product in all of 
its forms. 

The author points out that the coeoanut palm has supplied primitive man of 
the tropics with easily acquired food, drink, shelter, fuel and clothing besides 
having many minor uses. His book also shows the economic possibilities of 
marketing its various products. 

The natural habitat of this tropical palm is on the plains and in the valleys 
near the seashore with a range of 20° on either side of the equator. The reader 
is impressed with the nicety of adjustment between sunshine, rainfall, tempera- 
ture, atmospheric humidity and supply of ground water required for its growth, 
thus pointing the way to a scientific- and sure method of locating plantations for 
the best economic results. The subject is treated from a business viewpoint and 
aims to inculcate successful methods in every stage of the business. While it is 
interesting reading for the layman, it should be carefully read by the experienced 
planter and studied in detail by the prospective cultivator. John B. Torbert. 

A History of Commerce. By Clive Day. New edit, xliv and 640 pp. 

Index. Longmans, Green & Co., New York, 1914. $2. 8 x 5%. 
A new and slightly revised edition of a well-known work. To bring the 
volume up to date there has been added a new chapter dealing with recent 
commercial development. The principal topics considered are the rise in the 
price level since 1896 and the contributory causes ; the world 's railroads and 
shipping; the share of the leading countries in the world's commerce; the trade 
of the United Kingdom; the development of German commerce; the relative 
importance of the internal and foreign trade of the United States; the growth 
of transportation facilities in the United States; changes in character of the 
export trade, and the development of American manufactures. The bibliog- 
raphy at the end of the text has been added to considerably by the inclusion 
of the titles of books published since 3907 which may be of service to the 
student or teacher of the history of commerce. Avard L. Bishop. 

Malaria, Cause and Control. By William B. Herms. xi and 163 pp. 

Ills. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1913. $1.50. 8% x 6. 
The author says that while the mortality due to malaria is comparatively 
low it is one of the most expensive of diseases because of its continued weak- 
ening effect on the victim and its harmful influence on labor and real estate 



